THE ROMAN DENARII HOARD IN THE ERIMTAN
COLLECTION

MELIH ARSLAN - ULKU DEVECIOGLU

The hoard is in the collection of Mr. Yiiksel Erimtan who is a private collector of
ancient cultural objects registered at the Anatolian Civilizations Museum in Ankara. The
hoard which consists of 246 silver Roman coins was purchased in 1993 and registered in the
inventory book. The 243 of 246 coins are denarii and three of them are antoninianii (see
catalogue no. 239, 242, and 244). Those three antoninianii belong to Elagabalus, the last
emperor represented in the treasure.

The hoard fundamentally encompasses the reigns of 13 emperors (see. Table I). The
coins in the treasure were struck in the name of 20 different individuals (emperor, empress
and caesar) with their likenesses. Some emperors were also represented when they had been
heirs to the throne (caesar). So there are a total of 23 groups as emperors, caesars and
empresses in the treasure (see Table II). The catalogue here shows the coins chronologically
listed depending on the Table II. As it is evident in the Table II the Erimtan Denarii Hoard
exhibits a very homogenous entity embracing the coins of 20 individuals from 13 reigns.
From Vespasian to Elagabalus all emperors are chronologically represented. Only the coins
of Pertinax, Didius Julianus and Pescennius Niger, short term emperors of the Severan
period lack in this treasure. However, one emperor from the same period Clodius Albinus is
represented with two coins (Cat. No. 97-98).

Beside denarii there are only three antoninianii in the treasure. The emperor Caracalla
introduced this new silver denomination valued 2 Denarii for the first ime in A.D. 215. The
new denomination was named antoninianus after the Emperor Caracalla’s official name
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. The antoninianii were in use until the reign of the Emperor
Diocletianus (A.D. 284-305). Although the antoninianii were projected to be heavier and
larger than their predecessors their silver content was less than the denarii and in time silver
in those coins continued to decrease until eventually it remained as a silver wash on the
surface of bronze coins.

The denarius, the fundamental denomination of Rome was first issued during the
Roman Republic in 211 B.C. This denomination was continued to be used until the end of
the Roman Empire. Although they weighed approximately 4.00 grams in the beginning they
were drastically decayed both in weight and silver content toward the end of the imperial
times due to weakening of the Roman Empire and the economic failure.

The Erimtan hoard comprises the time period from the reign of Vespasianus (A.D. 69-
79) to Elagabalus (A.D. 218-222). The change in the standard weight of the denarii can be
observed in this treasure of coins that span a period of about 150 years.
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The hoard coins belong to three different dynasties in the Roman Empire. In the first
group are the coins of the Flavian dynasty emperors (Vespasianus, Titus and Domitianus).
However, the coins of Titus and Domitianus were struck in the reign of their father
Vespasianus while they were caesars. This is the least crowded group of the hoard.

The second group encompasses the Antonine dynasty emperors. The coins of Nerva,
Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius, Lucius Verus, Commodus and their
families are in the hoard. Commodus (33 coins) and Antoninus Pius (14 coins) are
represented with the most coins among the Antonine dynasty emperors.

The third and the last group contains the coins of the Severan dynasty emperors
including Septimius Severus, Clodius Albinus, Caracalla, Geta, Elagabalus and their families.
While Caracalla is represented both with his caesar and augustus period coins, Geta is only
represented as caesar. There are the coins of empresses such as Julia Domna and Plautialla in
this group. The most coins in the treasure are in this group. Furthermore emperors and
empress with the most coins Septimius Severus (52 coins), Caracalla (37 coins) and Julia
Domna (28 coins) are also in this group.

So, while the Severans are represented with the most coins, Antonines were represented
with fewer and finally the Flavians represented with the fewest coins.

The 243 denarii and the 3 antoninianii of the treasure embrace a time period of 150
years from Vespasian to Elagabalus. The Elagabalus’ coins of A.D. 222 from the Rome mint
(cat. No. 241-245) and the coin of the same year from the Antiochia mint (cat. no. 246) are
the terminus post quem of the hoard. The treasure must have been buried after that period.

The great majority of the coins of the hoard are from the mint of Rome. It is observed
that very few coins come from the eastern — Syrian mints (Antiochia, Emesa and Laodiceia).
While there are only single examples from the mints of Antiochia (no. 246), and Emesa (no.
146), there are 9 examples from the Laodiceia (no. 147-150; 178; 212-215) mint. All of the
l1coins from the eastern mints belong to the Severan dynasty period emperors (Septimius
Severus, Caracalla ve Elagabalus). It is known that those eastern mint coins were struck to
pay the mercenaries in the Parthian campaign.

In terms of burial date the Erimtan Hoard is consistent with the other contemporary
Asia Minor hoards both in homogeneousness and chronology. The first of the similar denarii
hoards is known as the Haydere (Aydin-Bozdogan Treasure-1982). The original number of coins
in the Haydere hoard is 5578 and 2330 of them are in the Izmir Museum. The lot in the
Izmir Museum consists of 1113 denarii and 1216 antoninianii and they were first published
by P. Aydemir and his friends!. The Haydere Hoard encompasses a time period of 200 years
from Vespasian to Gallienus. The coins from this hoard, except the antoninianii of the
Severan period have a lot in common with the Erimtan Denarii Hoard. Another similar treasure
is the one that was unearthed in the Kogoglu village of Manyas Township of Balikesir
province in 1985. The court documents indicated that there were 2469 coins in the treasure
when it was first discovered. However only 210 of those coins were seized and surrendered to

1 See Aydemir 1991: 91-180; Aydemir 2001: 17-133.
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the Balikesir Museum. The whereabouts of the rest of the coins is unknown. The 210 coins
from that hoard were brought to the Anatolian Civilizations Museum for inspection in 1987
and they still remain there. The 208 of the 210 coins in the Manyas Hoard are denarii and
also two are drachms minted in Amisus. The treasure spans a time period of 100 years from
the emperor Otho to Antoninus Pius. The Manyas Denarii Treasure was published by this
author in 19962, In terms of content this treasure resembles the Erimtan Treasure. There are
two more denarius hoards by the names the Sulakyurt Treasure and the Yatagan Treasure in the
Anatolian Civilizations Museum. The Yatagan Hoard is registered with the inventory
number 1861 in the museum. 1559 is the inventory number for the Sulakyurt Treasure.
There are 243 denarii in the Yatagan Hoard while the Sulakyurt Hoard consists of 429
denarii. The earliest coins in both treasures are from the reign of Antoninus Pius. The
Yatagan Hoard coins ranges from Antoninus Pius (A.D. 138-161) to Gordianus III (A.D.
938-244) and the Sulakyurt coins come to an end with the coins of Maximinus I (235-238).
Those two hoards that exhibit great similarities to the Erimtan Hoard were published twice
by Ms. Yildiz Kizilkaya®.

Another similar denarius hoard to the Erimtan one has recently been discovered in the
vicinity of the Kirkkale province. The 110 denarii from that hoard were purchased by the
Anatolian Civilizations Museum and they were registered with the inventory numbers 71-
110-99. Later, I found out that the rest of the lot which constituted the great majority of the
hoard was sold to the Eregli (the Black Sea region) Museum. It is said that approximately 500
to 600 of the Eregli coins are denarii. The 110 coins part of the Kirikkale Hoard in the
Anatolian Civilizations Museum begins with Emperor Otho (A.D. 69) and ends with
Emperor Commodus (A.D. 177-192). This hoard also spans a time period of 150 years as in
the example of the Erimtan Hoard*. A hoard of 13 Roman silver coins was uncarthed during
the 1977 excavations of ancient Erythrai and it was published®. The Silver Erythrai Hoard
consists of the coins of Domitian to Septimius Severus, a time span of 100 years. Three of
those coins are in the cistophor denomination and 10 of them are denarii. The Erythrai
Hoard coins are contemporary and similar to the coins of the Erimtan ones. The 2306 -
silver coin hoard found in Viuz-Faverges, Alta Savoia, France contains 1780 denarii, 525
antoninianii and 1 Amisus drachm. The French Hoard embraces the time period from Nero
(A.D. 64) to Maximinus (A.D. 235)6. This large silver coin hoard found outside of Anatolia 1s
contemporary of and it carries similarities with the Erimtan coins in terms of denarii.

There are a few other published hoards that are less contemporary of the Erimtan
Hoard. One of those, which was found in the Agora excavation of ancient lasos begins with
coins of Caracalla and continues until the reign of Gallienus. Only 11 of the 2997 coins are
denarii while the 2986 are antoninianii’.

2 See Arslan 1996: 31-36.

| See Kizilkaya 1981: 103-134 ve Kizilkaya 1991: 213-248 and Kizilkaya 1988: 137-169 ve Kaizilkaya 1991 a:
249-273.

1 The 110 coins part of the Kinkkale Treasure is going to be published by myself.

3 See Pasinli 1980: 95-110.

6 See H. G. Plaum-H. Huvelin, “Le Trésor Viuz-Faverges™. Trésor Monétaires 111 [1981): 33-38.

L See Tondo 2005: 29-74,
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Metrology: The coin with the least weight in the Erimtan Denarii Hoard is the one of
Commodus weighing 2.26 grams (see no. 76). The last coin in the catalog (no. 246) weighs
3.91 grams and it is also the heaviest denarius coin in the treasure. Except this coin of
Elagabalus there are two more rather heavy denarii in the hoard. Both of those two coins
weigh 3.82 grams (see no. 133 and 192). The coin number 133 belongs to Septimius Severus
and the number 192 belongs to Caracalla. Furthermore the three antoninianii in their own
denomination are the heaviest coins in the hoard. The number 239 coin is 4.17 grams and
the number 242 coin is 5.56 grams while the number 244 coin weighs 4.95 grams. In general
the majority of the coins in the hoard are over 3.00 grams each. The weights of 35 of the
coins range from 3.50 grams to 3.91 grams. Furthermore the weights of 43 coins change
between 2.26 grams and 2.99 grams. The total weight of the hoard is 800.54 grams and the
average coin weight is 3.25 grams. In general the coins of the hoard are well preserved and
they don’t seem to have worn out in circulation.

The three emperors with the most coins are predominant in the hoard: Septimius
Severus (52 coins), Caracalla (37 coins) and Commodus (31 coins). Separately Julia Domna
also has 28 coins. When the coin weights of those three emperors are compared, one
observes that the majority of the coins of Commodus are less than 3.00 grams. The 19 of the
31 Commodus denarii are under 3.00 grams. The heaviest of the Commodus coins is 3.57
grams. The majority coins in the Septimius Severus group of 52 denarii are more than 3.00
grams. Only a small part of the 52 coins, 11 of them are lees than 3.00 grams. The denarius
that weighs the least among the Septimius Severus coins is 2.49 grams. The Caracalla coins
are better preserved than the others and most coins are heavier than 3.00 grams. Only 5 of
the 37 Caracalla coins weigh less than 3.00 grams. Only 2 of the 28 Julia Domna coins are
lighter than 3.00 grams while all the others have an average weight of approximately 3.40
grams and they are very well preserved.

Die Connections: The obverse and reverse die connections among the coins of the
hoard have also been investigated. It was found that some examples come from the same
dies. All of the same dies are obverse dies. Although there are some very similar ones no die
connections could be determined among the reverses. The coins that come from the same
obverse dies are as follows:

1-) number 85 and 86 Commodus coins.

2-) number 116 and 117 Septimius Severus coins.

3-) number 131 and 133 Septimius Severus coins.

4-) number 181 and 182 Caracalla Caesar coins.

5-) number 218 and 219 Plautilla coins.

Conclusion and Assessment: The Erimtan silver Roman coins hoard that consists
of 243 denarii and 3 antoninianii was unearthed in 1993. Although the find location is not

known it is almost certain that it was found in Anatolia. We also don’t have any information
about the original content of the hoard but it is possible that it might be a bigger hoard















































































































































































































